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Texans linebacker Jacob Martin 


hits boiling point, joins protests. 
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Tens of thousands 


march in Floyd’s name 
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Protesters hold signs in the reflecting pool in front of City Hall as they listen to speeches after a march in honor of George Floyd on Tuesday. 


ps: Health officials fear a surge 
in virus as social distancing takes 
back seat to ‘speaking their conscience’ 


By Zach Despart 
and Todd Ackerman 
STAFF WRITER 


Harris County leaders 
and health experts Tuesday 
expressed concern that 
crowds gathered to protest 
the death of longtime Hous- 
tonian George Floyd will un- 
do the area’s social distanc- 
ing successes and cause a 
surge in novel coronavirus 
cases. 

The officials walked a del- 
icate line, saying residents 
deserved to have their voic- 
es heard, while at the same 
time urging that protesters 
wear protective gear and try 
to maintain some sort of 


physical distance. 

“The concern that public 
health departments across 
the country have is as we are 
in the midst of fighting this 
pandemic, we now have 
protests that are occurring 
where the very messages 
we’ve been putting out 
about social distancing, 
wearing facial coverings and 
doing all the preventative 
measures are in contrast to 
how people are coming to- 


gether,” said Dr. Umair 
Shah, Harris County’s 
health director. “We also 


recognize the right of indi- 
viduals to express them- 
selves.” 

Surge continues on A10 


Godofredo A. Vasquez / Staff photographer 
People join George Floyd’s family in a 
peaceful march Tuesday from Discovery 
Green to City Hall in downtown Houston. 


More inside 
» Abbott calls for peace in Texas cities. Page A3 
» Biden to attend Floyd funeral here. Page A4 
» Tomlinson: Grievances are legitimate. Page BI 


For the latest updates, go to 
houstonchronicle.com 


: A diverse, massive crowd 
turns out to rally peacefully for 
change, justice for one of their own 


By Emily Foxhall, 

St. John Barned-Smith, 
Nicole Hensley, 

Jasper Scherer and 
Dylan McGuinness 
STAFF WRITERS 


The sound of George 
Floyd’s name reverberated 
around the downtown 
streets of the city where he 
grew up, where tens of thou- 
sands of people rallied de- 
manding justice, demand- 
ing accountability, demand- 
ing change. 

“Say his name!” 

“George Floyd!” 

People of all backgrounds 
had gathered for the Tues- 
day rally at Discovery Green 


organized by Black Lives 
Matter and rapper Trae Tha 
Truth. In the beating-down 
heat, they followed a pro- 
cession of Floyd’s family 
and Houston public officials 
toa gathering in front of City 
Hall. 

Tensions would later flare 
as police worked to get pro- 
testers to leave the area after 
dark, but, to begin, protest- 
ers and police took a knee, a 
gesture that has become a 
powerful symbol in the 
Black Lives Matter move- 
ment. It also brought back 
imagery of how Floyd died. 

It had been eight days 
since a video showed a Min- 

March continues on A9 


: A week into protests, demonstrators debate their next steps as cities across nation struggle to regain control 


By Kim Barker and 
Caitlin Dickerson 
NEW YORK TIMES 


MINNEAPOLIS — The unrest in 
America’s cities showed no signs 
of fading on Tuesday as embattled 
police forces from Atlanta to Los 
Angeles struggled to reclaim the 
streets and protesters debated 
the future of the week-old upris- 
ing. 


Police and National Guard 
troops continued a heavy lock- 
down in Minneapolis, where the 
death in police custody of George 
Floyd, a 46-year-old black man, 
ignited the first protests. Gov. Tim 
Walz announced civil rights 
charges against the Minneapolis 
Police Department and said his 
administration would investigate 
whether there had been systemic 
discrimination against people of 


color over the past 10 years. 

An estimated 10,000 people 
gathered peacefully outside the 
State Capitol as a Black Hawk heli- 
copter flew behind the freshly 
gilded dome. National Guard 
troops applauded, handed out 
water and sometimes dropped to 
their knees in a show of support 
for the protesters. 

In the nation’s capital, less than 
two hours before a 7 p.m. curfew 


went into effect, U.S. troops posi- 
tioned military vehicles across 
Washington as a crowd of protest- 
ers at least twice the size of the 
day before gathered near the 
White House. 

Thousands more gathered in 
the heart of Hollywood, Calif., 
Tuesday evening as police officers 
filed out of trucks and formed a 
skirmish line. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio of New 


York extended the city’s 8 p.m. 
curfew through Sunday and 
promised to take action against 
the “outsiders,” “gang members” 
and “common criminals” he said 
were responsible for looting and 
violence. 
“I know we will overcome this. 
I want to be abundantly clear,” the 
mayor said, warning: “We will 
have a tough few days.” 
Unrest continues on A10 
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